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Assessment Brief
	Module Title
	Introduction to Crime Scene Investigation

	Module Code
	FSC-10009

	Assessment Type
	Portfolio

	Assessment Title
	CSI Portfolio

	Weighting (% of module mark)
	100

	Assessment Length (word count or equivalent)
	4500 words (equivalent)

	Submission Deadline (date and time)
	17/12/2024
	1 pm

	Format of Submission
	PDF submission via Turnitin on the KLE

	Feedback Release Date
[please ensure that this aligns with the requirements of Section 8 of the Assessment and Feedback Code of Practice. 
	21/01/2025
	Staff contact details
	George Handley g.e.handley@keele.ac.uk




Assessment Details: 
Your portfolio should comprise a complete, thorough and accurate account of the crime scene scenario based on each of the practical exercises undertaken throughout the semester. You should aim to build on your portfolio as you work through the semester to effectively manage your time in completing this assignment.
The portfolio should include the following sections, the marking breakdown for each of these is included in brackets: 
· Your detailed observations of the crime scene (10%)
· A dynamic risk assessment of the crime scene. This should include any hazards that are present and what steps should be taken to mitigate these hazards (5%)
· A list of evidence that would need to be recovered as forensic exhibits, including advice and recommendations for appropriate packaging requirements and long-term storage. This section should include considerations for priority recovery (15%)
· Relevant, appropriate sketches (20%)
· The virtual reconstruction of the scene (30%)
· A collection of images that tell the story of a single piece of evidence (20%)
Please note that if a section is missing from the portfolio, you will receive a mark of 0 for that section. 
The portfolio should be written in formal language and serve as a brief to an investigating officer and other CSI’s who may be required to attend the scene and recover the exhibits you’ve recommended. 
A suggested template for the portfolio is available on the KLE. This template is a starting point, and you can amend this to suit your own individual needs and presentation style.
Module Learning Outcomes: 
In this assessment the following module learning outcomes will be assessed:
ILO1: Categorise the different types of crime scene that an investigator might analyse, and identify the different personnel, and their roles, involved in this.
ILO2: Demonstrate knowledge of scene and evidence preservation, including different recovery techniques and priority considerations.
ILO3: Apply professional protocols and standards to accurately record and document crime scenes, including the use of basic photography.
ILO4: Demonstrate key skills in exhibit handling, including documentation of the requirement for further processing needs and appropriate storage conditions for recovered evidence.
ILO5: Demonstrate a basic awareness of what standard operating procedures are and the accreditation requirements for crime scene investigation under ISO17020.


Assessment Criteria:
The following criteria will apply to the marking of this work:
Your portfolio will be assessed based on;
· level of detail and accuracy of your crime scene observations 
· identification of the relevant exhibits and the quality of their descriptions
· consideration shown towards priority of recovery
· the quality of your advice in relation to evidence packaging and the recommendations for long term storage
· the level of detail and quality of appropriate sketches that support the context of the scene and evidence within it
· the quality and accuracy of the virtual reconstruction
· the quality of the images presented in the portfolio including the composition and the narrative that your images provide

The marking of the work will be in line with the university’s generic assessment criteria:
https://www.keele.ac.uk/media/keeleuniversity/policyzone20/studentandacademicservices/Generic%20Assessment%20Criteria%20-%20Levels%203-6%20-%20June%202023.pdf

Feedback to Students: 
Individual electronic feedback will be provided to you through Turnitin on the KLE.
You may request additional feedback on specific aspects of the work and as always, the tutor is happy to discuss any piece of work individually with you.

Inclusive Practice: 
The method in which you record your contemporaneous notes is your own choice. You can choose to document the scenes using either paper or digital notes and you can alter the templates provided to suit your individual requirements. 
You can choose to submit your portfolio in a format that best suits you regarding font, colour, layout etc.
Students with specific learning difficulties identified through Disability Support and Inclusion are encouraged to discuss this with the module teaching team to identify how the assessment can be completed.    
This assessment is eligible for the 7-day automatic extension when requested through E-Vision

Use of Artificial Intelligence (AI):
If you use AI in completing any parts of this assessment, you must declare this on your work. Failure to do so constitutes an offence of academic misconduct (see below).  You may use assistive technologies such as Grammarly for the written elements of the portfolio. Grammarly can be integrated into Microsoft Word and will make suggestions to rephrase sentences that will improve your writing, check spelling and grammar and can improve sentence structure. 

Academic Misconduct: 
Academic misconduct is doing something that could give you an unfair advantage in an assessment.  It includes, but is not limited to, the following: plagiarism; collusion; contract cheating; cheating in an examination; falsification of data or sources; falsification of official documents or signatures. The University treats academic misconduct very seriously and penalties will be given for proven cases, including termination of studies in serious cases. It is therefore very important that you understand how to prepare and take assessments honestly. In order to assist you with this there are various resources and help available both as part of your programme of study and also centrally. For more information please visit: https://www.keele.ac.uk/students/academiclife/appeals-complaints-conduct/studentacademicconduct/


Academic Skills Support: 
The Academic and Digital Skills team provide a range of additional online resources (e.g., study guides, Sways, Podcasts, workshops etc) to help you with your academic work and assessments. You can find more information here. 

Additional information: 
[bookmark: _Hlk175129546]The word count for this assessment is the equivalent of 4500 words. It is not expected that your report will be 4500 words in written text. The practical time spent completing your portfolio as well as your images, sketches and the virtual reconstruction all contribute to the word count. The portfolio should be concisely and accurately written providing a comprehensive overview of the given crime scene scenario. 
Once your portfolio is complete, please save a copy as a PDF version and upload a single PDF file to the Turnitin dropbox on the KLE. 
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